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Dear Mission Families and Friends, 

Awareness of interpersonal dynamics and healthy choices in our students necessitates a living partnership between
parents and adult educators. In such a relationship, we can best minimize the obstacles to student success and
maximize their opportunities to grow. Here at MCP, we love doing really high-end activity with your sons and
daughters because they are characteristically amenable. Our students here at MCP really excel – based on
competency test scores like the AP and other performance indicators, the top 75% of our student body is among
the highest-performing 1/3 of students throughout the state of California. But we still have to work together to
enable the best choices among our students in order to continue these high-end opportunities!

As in any relationship, the parent-school partnership here at MCP is sometimes tested by the behavior of our young
people. Adolescents make decisions that can cause head-scratching among parents and other supportive adults.
“How can my child make a decision that is so opposite what our family values?” At MCP, we are not immune to
these types of declarations among our families. Our kids certainly make many awesome decisions and form excellent
memories throughout their high school years, but sometimes we learn of students’ decisions that do not foster their
fullest becoming, or ones that fail to facilitate an environment where learning can best flourish.

I’ve included a web-link that merely scratches the surface of a complicated social phenomenon – that of teenage
drinking and drug usage. Take a look in order to frame your thinking and provide a context for the discussion in
your own home (http://www.hazelden.org/web/public/prev50905.page). If you desire to work with the school
more formally to support your student, please feel free to call.

Talk to your sons and daughters about making good choices and about getting involved at school. Adolescents are
often weakest when it comes to recognizing that choices have consequences. They can become blind to anything
beyond the here and now, the immediacy of their friends and social acceptance. Share with your child what your
world-view is, how your spiritual perspective influences decision-making in your life. Give them real examples –
positives and negatives. Help them to understand the relevance of ethical boundaries and the cultivation of virtue
in their lives. Encourage them to spend time doing the things they love and value as an essential ingredient for their
success.

MCP creates a culture of care and accountability in partnership with families to form women and men of scholarship,
inspiration, and leadership in service to deeper life with God and deeper life with one another. Together, we can work to
minimize the obstacles to these young peoples’ success.

All my best,

James Childs, 

Principal
Royal Pride Sponsors

Thomas & Linda Ferro



T H E  R O Y A L  P R I D E  

From the Athletic Director’s Office . . . John T. Krossa

November is an exciting time in Royal Athletics. Football, Tennis, Cross Country and Volleyball will be charging into the
playoffs. At the same time, Soccer and Basketball will be holding their first practices. Please check www.missionprep.org for
game and practice times. I would also like to take this time to remind everyone that the in-season sports have priority -- Fall
athletes are not allowed to miss practice or games for any Winter sports.

Over the last few months, our administrative team has been investigating the possibility of MCP joining the Los Padres
League and the Southern Section. We consulted all our Varsity Coaches and we held a meeting of about 25 selected Mission
Prep stakeholders to discuss the pros and the cons of this change.

This is not a decision to enter into lightly. All involved in this process recognized the complexity of this decision. Even
though all did not agree, we do feel that there was consensus – all voices and perspectives were heard and honored. The
possibility of joining this league is not a ‘magic bullet’ – it does not solve every problem or resolve all our challenges. The
major issues discussed were travel, playoffs, local school rivalries, student recognition, safety, media publicity, and the ability
or inability of individual sports to compete at the Los Padres League level.

On Oct 14th, with the permission of Principal J. D. Childs, I attended a Los Padres league meeting and asked that MCP
be allowed to join the Los Padres League in all sports that we offer except Football. We asked that Football be allowed to
be independent for the next 3 years and join the Los Padres League on the fourth year. We suggested that we slowly start
playing LPL schools in Football. Next year we would play 2 LPL schools, the following year 3 schools, the following year
4 schools, and on the fourth year become full members of the LPL in Football. Our Football team has only been playing
11-man for 4 years and we were concerned for the safety of our players playing 7 games against schools of triple or more
enrollment weekly throughout the season. We have plans to grow our school in enrollment and to continue to improve our
football program over the next few years in order to more fully meet the challenges of this league move, if so granted.

We feel that entering the LPL is in-line and even celebrates our school’s mission, enabling us to better form women and men
of scholarship, inspiration and leadership by challenging our student-athletes to play against the best possible competition.

The decision is now up to principals of the schools who comprise the Los Padres League. We’ll let you know when we hear
more.

Thank you for your support.

2

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
0

9

SPECIAL HOMECOMING

MENU – NEW ITEMS!

Help the Boosters support the school.
Come join your MCP Community Family for

Dinner while you enjoy the JV and Varsity Football
Games!!  

Special Homecoming menu planned! Come join us
for the mouthwatering classic TriTip made famous at 

MCP Football Games. New menu items include
Linguica sausage and other specials.

MISSION SPIRITWARE 
AVAILABLE ON CAMPUS

MCP Spiritware on sale in the school office 

Thursdays 12:30PM-3:30PM

Select items for purchase on site. Orders taken too!
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Parent volunteers needed for the 

Boy’s Basketball Christmas Classic Tournament

December17th through 22nd.

Contact Sondra Cardwell the Parent Volunteer Coordinator sondrac35@sbcglobal.net or (805) 458-4956 

Thank You to Katchgo Petroleum for securing a
$750 ExxonMobil Educational Alliance Grant 

Mission College Prep offers our thanks and recognition to Katchgo Petroleum for their support
in securing an unrestricted grant for MCP in the amount of $750. As with all donations to
the school, this grant will be recognized in the 2009-10 Annual Report, mailed to MCP
stakeholders next fall.

Thanks to the efforts of Katcho and Araxie Achadjian of Katchgo Petroleum, Mission College
Prep High School has been awarded a $750 ExxonMobil Educational Alliance Grant. Katchgo
Petroleum is proud to participate in the ExxonMobil Educational Alliance program that invests
in the future of communities through educational grants to neighborhood schools.

The ExxonMobil Croporation is also proud to support education through Upromise, which helps
ExxonMobil customers earn college funds.To learn more about the Upromise program, please
visit the www.exxonmobil.com/upromise website.

From the Office of the Assistant Principal of Academics . . . Ken Mendonca

The Progress Reports for marking period 1 were e-mailed or sent by postal on Friday, October 2nd.  Almost all Progress Reports were
e-mailed at substantial time and postal money savings to the school.  If you did not receive a Progress Report for your son or daughter,
please contact Ken Mendonca at kmendonca@missionprep.org or 543-2131, ext. 404.

The next marking period ends November 6th and the next Progress Reports will go out on November 13th.

Please keep us updated with your current e-mail address by advising the Attendance office of any changes.  If you are not currently
receiving the Progress Report by e-mail and would like to, please send your e-mail address to Lori Wooldridge at
lwooldridge@missionprep.org  

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO

MAKE RESERVATIONS

The 55th Annual Booster BBQ/Auction is being
held on November 7th, 2009. This is the largest
FUNdraiser for the Booster Club and generates a
big portion of the funds spent on sports.   

Please turn your reservations into Lori in the
attendance office, or mail them to P. O. Box 683,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406. Any questions
contact debbiedusi@aol.com

VISIT THE BIG APPLE
The Booster Club is selling Raffle Tickets for a

Trip for 2 to New York City

Airfare, limo to and from the airport, 
3 nights at the Plaza Luxury Hotel on 5th Ave.

Dinner at Robert Dinero’s  Tribecca  Grille, and a Broadway play

$100 per ticket (only 100 sold)

Tickets are available from Lori in the office  or any booster board member

Proceeds benefit MCP/OMS student athletes

I    
NY



T H E  R O Y A L  P R I D E  

MCP invites you to celebrate as a community at the

MCP Auction
Saturday, March 13, 2010!  

Currently in the planning stages, 
this auction will have something for everyone.

The real fun is in the planning, so please join us . . .
our planning meetings are a great way to meet other parents

and to actively support our MCP community.

◆ We are in the planning process already for another great event!

◆ Mark your calendars now so you don't miss the fun!

◆ Same party atmosphere...but everyone gets a table!

◆ Join us in making this a night to remember. 

Our committee needs you!

SSaavvee  tthhee  
DDaattee

To join in the fun, contact Lisa Marcum, Auction Chair at lmarcum100@aol.com or 440-0062
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From the Office of Admissions . . . Jean Conway

MCP Is The Place To Be.

We will begin accepting applications for the 2010 – 2011 academic year on Monday, November 2, 2009! Please note, there are
some significant changes to our admission’s timeline, process and application this year.  All of this information can be viewed and/or
downloaded at www.missionprep.org. (Click on the admissions at the top of the page.).  

New Program!!! We will be holding the first two of four MCP Parent Discovery Programs in November!  They will be held at the
homes of: Deanna & Chris Byrne on Tuesday, November 17th from 6:30pm to 8pm and at the home of Martha & Larry Fernandez
on Saturday, November 21st from 3pm to 4:30pm.  These programs are specifically geared towards parents who would like to learn
more about MCP and/or are still undecided about their child’s high school decision.  Please let me know of any families that fit these
categories.

Check Us Out!
• Our latest commercial, web driver and “Your Family” Spot on KSBY!
• Web banner on KSBY.com 
• Billboard on 101 South at the bottom of the Cuesta Grade 
• Advertisements in Central Coast Family News and California Coast Parent Magazine

Please contact me at 543-2131 ext.333 or jconway@missionprep.org with your questions!

4

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SCHOOL WIDE FAMILY DINNER,  NOVEMBER 20,  5-6:30 PM

Look forward to an old-fashioned Chili Feed in the Café Royal
Homemade Meat or  vegetarian Chili, Caesar Salad, Homemade Cornbread with Honey Butter, and Drink

COST:    General Public $4.00 each         Children under 8 years old $3.00 each 
Ice Cream Sundaes Available for $1.00  
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From the Heart of Student Services and College Counseling . . . Lisa Allardyce

Our hands-on college application kick off began on Wednesday, October 14, 2009. At the Senior College Application Workshop each
student arrived focused and dedicated to the process; how blessed are we! Application accounts were created and students officially started
to enter data. I presented the initial introduction and overview of the college process reviewing resources and protocol. Students worked
on their private school applications worked diligently in the new MAC Lab with me. English Department Chair, Joannie Hamm, added
her expertise in facilitating the UC process and Science Department Chair, Peggy Randall guided students through the CSU process with
skill and proficiency.  

Through out the college process, we empower each senior to take personal responsibility for his or her college applications, letters of
recommendation request forms, as well as their senior profile and resume on Family Connection. MCP offers support to each student
throughout the college process in distinct ways. First, students gather in small group settings in the college counseling office to explore
college options and polish their resumes. Second, individual college meetings are offered to each senior to evaluate test scores, finalize
college lists, review and edit their resume, and assess the number of application systems being used throughout their personal college
application process.                                                                                                                

Thirdly, the application process is discussed, supported, and in part, facilitated in the English and Religion classrooms by the college
counselor: resources are provided while questions and concerns are addressed. Specific follow-up information may be found in the
“College Information” folder located on Edline in the Student Services folder. Finally, the college counselor supports students after school
in the computer lab with assistance and review of college applications several days per week from 3:00-4:00 p.m.

As educators, we guide students through numerous opportunities to grow in the areas of scholarship and leadership. It is often through
formation, relationship, and commitment that each life comes into greater focus. And, now our seniors are creating amazing application
packages where they truly shine! We are blessed to be a part of a community of support: staff, faculty, students, and parents. It’s a team
effort!  

REMINDER: CSU and UC applications are due November 30, 2009.  
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PARENT ASSOCIATION INFORMATION  NOW ONLINE

PARENT SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
Performing 15 Service Hours a year saves you $300 in tuition cost and helps build  up the MCP community.

These opportunities will help you fulfill your Parent Service hours.
Hours are due by May 1st. If your 15 service hours are not completed and submitted by then, 

you will be charged a late fee of $30 and a service hour fee of $20.00 per hour. 
PLEASE TURN IN YOUR FORMS FOR ALL HOURS PERFORMED ASAP AFTER COMPLETION OF JOB

NOV STAFF APPRECIATION - SOPHOMORES are in
charge, please contact Sigrid Castaneda at 927-5124 or
sighibec@sbcglobal.net to volunteer.

NOV SWAT - SENIORS are in charge.  Flavia Gray at 541-
5665 or flavia1@charter.net to volunteer.

NOV 7 BOOSTER CLUB AUCTION/DINNER – Please
support our Booster Club.

NOV 14-22 DRAMA PRODUCTION – SEUSSICAL THE
MUSICAL JR. – Please call the drama coordinators to find out
what help is needed.  Eileen Donnelly at 481-6663 or
edonnelly@hancock.edu and Linda Marques at (209) 509-
9275 or deanmarques@sbcglobal.net  

NOV 14 PEOPLE’S KITCHEN – Freshmen are in charge of
providing food.  The entire Freshman class is obligated to
participate this month by bringing in some food items.  There will
be a sign up sheet passed around in the religion classes to sign up
for food.  Thank you to Sophomores Laurel Phillips, Maggie
Boneso, Annie Meyers, Janie Hollingsead, Sophia Smidth,
Adam Loughran and Tyler Walters who are signed up to help
serve this month.  Parents may contact Janda Boehm at 627-
0247 or jlbmom65@wildblue.net to inquire about ways to help.

NOV 18 PARENT DISCOVERY NIGHT – Contact
Deanna Byrne to find out what help is needed and to volunteer,
431-2191 or dbyrne@charter.net  

NOV 19 FALL ART SHOW – Contact Kathy Whitaker at
440-6461 to volunteer for refreshments and help.

NOV 20 FAMILY DINNER – Contact the following people
according to your class for information on help needed:

Seniors – Jackie Starr at 550-2322 or j.starr@charter.net
Juniors – Martha Fernandez at fern4@charter.net
Sophmores – Debbie Dusi at 238-3923 or     

debbiedusi@aol.com
Freshmen – Bridget Ready at 541-6055 or 

bready@slcusd.org

NOV 21 PARENT/STUDENT WORKDAY – Contact
Chris Lundberg at 543-5705 or cplundberg@charter.net to
sign up for work assignments around the school.

NOV 24 NOVEMBER PRAYER SERVICE – To offer
assistance contact Liturgies Coordinator, Nancy Ogden, at
543-5288 or nbogden@att.net  

PHONE COVERAGE – you can get parent service hours for
helping cover phones during lunch time in the office, contact
Susie Lock @543-2131 Ext 401.

ON-GOING NEEDS

EARLY REMINDERS

CHAPERONES NEEDED for all dances.

Please consider volunteering.  Parents are not in the
dance itself but we do need your help behind the scenes.
Contact the Student Liaison Chairperson for each class:

Seniors – Pamela Jessup at 305-0975or gopammygo@charter.net 
Juniors – Denise Andreini at 801-9351 or gdatriplet@aol.com
Sophomores – Amy Parkinson at 235-7422 or atavernetti@yahoo.com
Freshmen – Laurie Moore at moorejm@aol.com

DECEMBER SWAT – Seniors are in charge.  Parent contact is
Flavia Gray at 541-5665 or flavia1@charter.net

DECEMBER STAFF APPRECIATION – Sophomores are in
charge.  Parent contact is Sigrid Castaneda at 927-5124 or
sighibec@sbcglobal.net

DECEMBER 12 PEOPLE’S KITCHEN – Sophomores are in
charge of bringing food.

DECEMBER 17 STAFF LUNCHEON – Sophomores host.
Parent contact is Sigrid Castaneda at 927-5124 or
sighibec@sbcglobal.net

DECEMBER 17-22 BASKETBALL CHRISTMAS
CLASSIC – Parent contact is Sondra Cardwell at 772-4053 or
sondrac35@sbcglobal.net

A Special Thank You To . ..
the Scott Family

or hosting the Sophomore Family Activity.
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Thank You to all of the  . . .
Senior Class Parents

who helped make this year’s
Kairos Retreat a meaningful

experience and a great success for
our students.

Thank You to  . . .
the Culver & 

Mooney Families
for again hosting 

the Junior Class Family Activity.
Fun was had by all.

CHRISTMAS TREES & GREENERY

Old Mission School will be selling Christmas trees and greenery this
year. Pick a Douglas fir, a Noble fir, or a Nordman Fir and the specific
height. Then come to our tree lot the first weekend in December
located at the Madonna Inn's Gourmet Shop to pick out your tree. You
may also order fresh wreaths, garland by the foot, and poinsettias. Pre-
sale orders are due on or before November 4 . You may pick up an
order form at the OMS or MCP offices or download a form from the
OMS oldmissionschool.com and drop the completed order at 761
Broad St. Thank you for supporting Old Mission School!

FRESH STRAWBERRIES

OMS Parent Rosa Clary has made a deal to buy pesticide-free fresh
strawberries from a local grower in Arroyo Grande. She has offered to
sell them in front of the OMS campus on Thursday mornings from
8:00-8:30 AM and donate all proceeds to our school! If the sales are
successful, she will make these delicious strawberries available every
Thursday morning through the end of November and then again in the
spring.
Prices are as follows:  $3.00/basket               $7.00/three baskets

$12.00/half flat          $22.00/flat

3rd Annual Fair Trade Marketplace - Parent Service Hour Opportunity

Sponsored by Old Mission and the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at the Old Mission Parish hall on December 5 and 6. If you would like to help
set up, sell or clean up you can get parent service hours and help a worthy cause. Set up is 12-3 on Friday Dec. 4 and sale hours are Saturday, Dec 5
from 10-4 and Sunday, Dec 6, from 10-3. Students can also get service hours. If you want to help please call Margaret Mott at 544-8732. Everyone
is invited to come and purchase Christmas gifts that are socially just and help the poor of the world to find meaningful and sustainable employment.
We have many beautiful items from all over the world as well as Fair Trade coffee, chocolate and other food items. Thank you and please buy Fair
Trade whenever possible.










